gation with which his name is inseparably blended. For a long time, to follow, was apparently to repeat Laennec; the originality of the leader seemed to reduce the disciples to copyists ; the mine, no sooner discovered, appeared exhausted, and it was even supposed that the genius of a single individual had reached the height to which any human intellect could mount.
There was nothing surprising in this belief, when the extraordinary extent and general accuracy of Laennec's observations are considered. In the history of medicine, no other instance can be found of a man both forming a great conception, and working it out into its minutest details with such wonderful success. We must look to other sciences, to Among the chief of those who have most assiduously followed the path opened by Laennec, and who have added most largely to the truths he announced, and have corrected most carefully the mistakes into which he necessarily fell, must certainly be placed the members of the great German school of Auscultation, of which Skoda is the acknowledged head. In this country it was, for some years, the fashion somewhat to decry the labours of Skoda, and to throw aside the statements of German writers as if some national inaccuracy appertained to all of them. Of late years, however, as auscultation has been more carefully studied, and its difficulties better appreciated, the opinions of Skoda and his compatriots have been received with greater favour; and they are now beginning to exert an extensive influence in this country, and to modify considerably the stereotyped creeds which, with some important exceptions, have been professed by English auscultators.
The work of Dr. Herbert Davies, which we place at the head of this article, may be said to be Skoda in an English dress, with additions and comments by one who is evidently an excellent auscultator. It is a clear and readable book, very carefully written, and, we should hope, likely to be extensively read. There are several points which have been worked out by Dr. Davies with much ability, and which through him reflect credit 011 the English school of auscultation generally.
A great portion of the work consists necessarily of elementary matter, to which it would be a work of supererogation to refer. But there are many parts of it which are of great interest, and some of these will amply repay consideration. A systematic analysis of the book being unnecessary, we shall commence with the discussion of those points which have most attracted our attention.
In speaking of Percussion, we observe that Dr. Davies draws no distinction between a tubular or amphoric and a tympanitic note, although the two things are, in well-marked cases, very distinct, and often point unequivocally to different conditions. Thus, the tubular and amphoric notes are almost always attended in their production with an increased sense of resistance to the percussing finger, whereas the reverse is the merely thinly-coated channels. Therefore in the bronchi traversing the parenchyma of the lung, the voice consonates weaker than in the trachea, and the weakness is proportionate to the diminution and loss of the cartilages. The conditions under which the consonance of the air in the bronchi traversing the lung can be augmented are, that the walls of these bronchi must possess cartilaginous rings, or if they remain membranous they must be very thick, or they must be surrounded by condensed lung-tissue (in all these cases the walls reflect the sound more strongly than the membranous walls of the normal bronchus), and the air in these bronchi must be in communication with that in the larynx.
" When the air in a confined space is thrown into vibrations, the enclosing walls are frequently thrown into the same vibrations. The organ-pipes vibrate when the air in them sounds. The same thing is observed over the vocal tubes. The larynx vibrates with every sound, and its vibrations can be felt through fleshy layers of many inches thick. The walls of the bronchial tubes traversing the lung, when the voice consonates in their contained air, are equally thrown into vibrations, as those of the larynx; and these vibrations are transmitted through many inches of thick fleshy layers or strata of fluid to the thoracic walls." (pp. 39?41 With regard to an arterial systolic tone produced by expansion of the vessel, Kiwisch believes this to be also erroneous, for the following reasons: 1st. It is found, after death, that to produce the necessary tension in arteries for sound, requires an extraordinary force. 2nd. From vivisection, the enlargement of the arteries during systole is found to be far too little to give rise to a loud sound. 3rd. Vivisection also proves that the seat of the tone is really in the heart, and not in the arteries. 4th. The impulse of a large artery sometimes gives a tone, as the heart's stroke does, by causing vibration of air in the stethoscope, but this can be distinguished from the true arterial tone.
To the obvious objection of the loudness and variable characters of these arterial tones at some distance from the heart, Kiwisch replies that these changes occur from different conducting power and from consonance.
With regard to cardiac murmurs, the opinions of Kiwisch agree with those held in this country.
Extra-cardiac vascular murmurs are discussed, chiefly in reference to chlorotic and amemic cases. I11 chlorosis, the seat of the murmurs in the neck is in the carotid arteries, and, as usually taughi, in the deep-lying cervical veins. It is necessary to premise that, so far as blood is concerned, no alteration in its quality can have any direct influence, but only alterations in quantity and in force of movement. With regard to the production of these murmurs by changes in composition of the walls of the vessels, as they are local, the changes must also be local,but a local change has never been proved, and is unlikely. It is necessary to recognise, that while facts can never alter, their relations to each other and their interpretation continually change with the progress of inquiry; and although it is but right to pay every respect to the dicta of former observers, it is equally our duty to remember that every subject will bear re-investigation, and that all statements, from whatever source they emanate, cannot be too often tested and proved by repeated researches, even in directions that have been supposed to be fully explored.
